VCH Shropshire
England’s greatest local history community project is returning to
Shropshire to foster public knowledge, understanding and appreciation
of the history and heritage of the county.
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Map showing the Hundreds and municipal liberties of Shropshire,
topographical volumes published and areas of the county where work is
yet to begin.

The Victoria County History
The Victoria History of the Counties of England is the English national
history. More commonly known as the Victoria County History or
simply the VCH, it was founded in 1899 and is without doubt the
greatest publishing project in English local history. It has built an
international reputation for its scholarly standards. Its aim is to write
the history of every parish, town and township providing an
encyclopaedic record of England’s places and people from earliest
times to the present day. Famous for publishing its red books, the
VCH now produces popular paperbacks and online resources as well.
Its volumes are available on British History Online which is free-toaccess. The project was originally dedicated to Queen Victoria in 1899.
Its rededication to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in her Diamond
Jubilee year, signifies that, today, it continues to play an important role
in the promotion of English local history.

About VCH Shropshire
Six volumes in the Shropshire series were published between 1968
and 1998, including three topographical volumes and a volume on
the county’s agricultural history. Since 2002 the VCH has not been
active locally in the county though work continued in London. The
publication of Shropshire VI: Shrewsbury part 1 (Boydell & Brewer,
2014) was organised by VCH Central Office and achieved largely
through the voluntary work of experienced local historians with the
assistance of the Marc Fitch Fund. Part 2 will explore various themes
such as the town walls and castle, the religious life of individual
parishes, common lands, schools and charities. Part 3 will deal with
the villages of the liberty of Shrewsbury. Whilst Shropshire is fortunate
to already have a number of red books, there remains much history to
be written.

What next for the Shropshire project?
Our aim is for the Victoria County History of Shropshire to be
a collaborative community project that will research and write
the histories of all parts of Shropshire, within the framework and
standards of the Victoria County History series. A new county
committee has been formed and a company limited by guarantee is
seeking funding from charitable trusts and sponsors to enable work
to recommence and continue into the future. VCH Shropshire will
play a leading role in the public dissemination of the county’s history
and heritage through the provision of substantial works of reference
which will leave a legacy for future generations. It will also organise an
annual lecture, study days and community history events, helping to
sustain local historical groups and societies. Working in partnership
with Shropshire Archives, VCH Shropshire will encourage a variety
of volunteering initiatives, assisting and supporting research into the
parishes of Shropshire. Plans are well advanced for the publication of
a VCH ‘Short’ (a single place study) on the north Shropshire market
town of Wem, which, given financial support, we aim to publish in the
spring of 2017 with others to follow.

Volume XII and beyond
Our next red book will be volume XII, focusing on Newport and the
Weald Moors. Work on this volume had begun prior to the last fulltime County Editor’s retirement in 2002 and we plan to pick up from
where this work was left. Future work will cover the market towns and
rural parishes of north Shropshire and we very much hope to be able
to produce a red book on Ludlow and its surrounding rural parishes.
We are also interested in hearing from individuals and groups who
would like to consider contributing to, or commissioning single place
studies for the VCH Shorts series or red books. What we see as being
key to our success is the appointment of a county organiser, who can
manage our volunteer effort whilst contributing to the writing of VCH
histories. Our effort is, therefore, focused on raising sufficient funds to
employ someone to be the face of VCH in the county.

St Leonard’s church and the historic townscape of Ludlow, Shropshire (Shutterstock/Andrew Roland).

How you can support us
We know that there is enthusiasm within the county for a revived VCH
Shropshire. It goes without saying that we have space and roles for many
more supporters. There is so much to do: we hope to find the people to
make a reality of our ambitions.

Donating

You can support the Victoria County History’s research in Shropshire
by making a donation. Gifts of any size are greatly appreciated. As
this is a long-term project we would appreciate your support with a
regular standing order or a bequest from your estate. All proceeds from
fundraising will contribute to the aims of VCH Shropshire. Please fill
in the donation form attached to this leaflet and return to the Secretary.
To find out more about donating to VCH Shropshire please contact us:
info@victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk.

Volunteering

At the VCH some of our volunteers are trained historians, others learn
new skills by working with experienced professionals. All sorts of skills
and experience are needed and valued. The VCH Shropshire project
provides a range of volunteering opportunities. If you are interested in
any of the following please contact us:
•

joining the county committee and fundraising;

•

cataloguing collections and undertaking research tasks at Shropshire
Archives or The National Archives (or using online resources);

•

contributing to the researching and/or writing of VCH histories.

All our donors and volunteers will receive our newsletters, invitations to
attend events and will be appropriately acknowledged. If you just want
to be kept informed about VCH Shropshire please tick the box on the
attached form.

THE VCH SHROPSHIRE FUND
Shropshire

VCH SHROPSHIRE FUND

STANDING ORDER FORM

You can support the Victoria County History in

TO:
(Your bank’s name)...................................................

Shropshire by making a donation to Victoria County
History (Shropshire) Limited (company registered
in England and Wales No. 09722021).

(Your bank’s address) ..............................................
...........................................................................................

Please send your cheque along with this
form to:

I, (Your name) .............................................................

The Secretary, VCH Shropshire
c/o Shropshire Archives, Castle Gates,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2AQ

Of (Your address) .......................................................

If you would prefer to donate by BACS or set up a
one-off or regular standing order please use the
form on the right hand side.

...........................................................................................

YOUR DETAILS

Unity Trust Bank plc (sort code 60-83-01),
Nine Brindley Place
Birmingham
B1 2HB

Name
Address
Postcode
Email

...........................................................................................

request you pay to:

for the credit of VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY
(SHROPSHIRE) LIMITED
(a/c no. 20355764) the sum of (in words) ................

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Victoria County

............................................................................................

History (Shropshire) Ltd’ for £

............................................................................................

Data Protection

£ .............................. (in figures)......on the 1st day of

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive
information about VCH Shropshire.

Volunteering
I would be interested to find out more about:
joining the county committee and fund
raising
helping with research at Shropshire
Archives, The National Archives and
online
contributing to the writing of VCH parish
histories

.............................. .............................(month and year)
and on the same day each month/year following
until further notice.
(Your account number) .................................................
(Your sort code) .............................................................
(Your signature) .............................................................
(Date) ..............................................
The Secretary, VCH Shropshire Limited
c/o Shropshire Archives
Castle Gates, Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY1 2AQ

Since 1899 the Victoria County History (VCH) has been creating
an encyclopaedic history of the counties of England based on
original research. More than 230 distinctive large red volumes
have been published, providing fully referenced accounts of
each city, town, and village, as well as essays on topics such as
natural, ecclesiastical and economic history. Volunteers
working alongside historians and other experts now contribute
much material for the VCH project. VCH red volumes are
published for the University of London by Boydell & Brewer.
Most volumes are online at www.british-history.ac.uk.

VCH Shropshire
c/o Shropshire Archives
Castle Gates
Shrewsbury
Shropshire SY1 2AQ

info@victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk
www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/counties/shropshire
@VCH_Shropshire
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